town, supported the Imperial crown. The long and
graceful folds of the sky-blue satin curtains were
covered with Alengon lace. At the foot were two
little genii who would protect the sleeping child.
The prow of the ship was upheld by an eagle with
spread wings. Small columns, round which twined
corn and olive branches, formed the base of the
cradle. On the sides were Sevres medallions repre-
senting Justice, Prudence, Vigilance and Force.

So great was the crowd which assembled to see
this work of art, that the authorities announced that
it would he exposed a day longer. Consequently,
much disappointment was felt the next morning
when the Salle du Trone was not opened to the pub-
lic and it was learned that the cradle had been sud-
denly carried to the Tuileries, where it was believed
its presence would soon be necessary. The whole
day passed in expectation. The state bodies sat in
permanent session, awaiting the arrival at any mo-
ment of an envoy from the palace. The artillery-
men of the Invalides did not leave their guns. Ve-
netian masts were hastily raised and banners al-
ready floated from the department buildings. Until
long after midnight the Parisians still waited to
hear the first cannon. Slowly the crowd melted
away from around the Tuileries with the gathering
darkness, and only a few small groups remained
around the castle, where the event was anxiously
expected.

The Emperor and Comtesse de Monti jo watched
by the Empress' side, while in the adjourning apart-
ments were the Princesse d'Bssling, Duchesse de
Bassano and Madame Bruat. Prince Napoleon,
Princess Mathilde and the other members of the
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